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KIMBERLEY TOAD BUSTERS AND STOP THE TOAD FOUNDATION 

747. Dr S.C. THOMAS to the Minister for the Environment: 
(1) Why has the government continued to neglect the Kimberley Toad Busters and put these volunteers at 

risk when he continues to prop up his media spin group the Stop the Toad Foundation with an 
additional $50 000 Lotterywest grant for equipment, including satellite phones?   

(2) Is it true that the Stop the Toad Foundation managed the first of its two first toad-busting events on 
Auvergne station in the Northern Territory in June this year, but when it went wrong the minister’s 
foundation told locals that the Kimberley Toad Busters organised the event? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thought the member for Capel had forgotten me, because he has not asked me a question now for some months!  
However, he has been let off the leash to embarrass himself once again. 

Dr S.C. Thomas interjected.   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I will not be sidetracked by his advances!   

(1)-(2) The government has committed more than $6 million to the campaign to stop cane toads coming into 
Western Australia.  Compared to the amount of money spent on this issue by the last government, it is 
$6 million more.   

Several members interjected.  

Mr M. McGOWAN:  It has been well known for some time that the cane toads have been advancing westwards.  
Let us put that into some context: $6 million compared to nothing.  In answer to the other components of the 
member’s question, he alleged that the government has - 

Mr T. Buswell:  What about the Tonkin government? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  What was that? 

Mr T. Buswell:  How much did it put into preventing cane toads from entering WA? 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  It is alleged that the government has attempted to influence Lotterywest to provide more 
money to the Stop the Toad Foundation, which the member described as a spin machine.  I have done nothing of 
the sort.  I was not aware that Lotterywest had provided assistance to the Stop the Toad Foundation.  It is 
completely unproductive for the opposition to create disharmony between these two groups.  They are both 
doing a great job and have received some support.  Admittedly the Stop the Toad Foundation has received more 
support than has the Kimberley Toad Busters.  If the Kimberley Toad Busters would like to receive money, it 
need only submit a request with the appropriate accountability measures in place and it will receive funding. 
 


